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The men and women I consider heroes are people of integrity and courage. My heroes 
choose to do what is right, even if that means standing against the status quo and the 
masses of people who make it the status quo because that’s the way it’s always been 
done. 

That’s why Alvin York of Tennessee made my hero list. He 
became a national hero in 1918 when he and the seven surviving 
members of his unit captured 132 German soldiers. York’s decisive 
and courageous action not only kept his men alive, but eliminated 
a deadly threat to the rest of their battalion. In recognition of his 
valor, York received a field promotion to sergeant, and was 
awarded the American Medal of Honor and the French Croix de 
Guerre. 

Alvin York was a devout Christian, a true believer. His faith 
wasn’t just an appendage to his identity; Alvin York’s faith was his 
identity. He had grown up in a Christian family, but fell away after his father died and 
became known as a hard-drinking troublemaker. In time, thanks 
largely to his mother’s persistent prayers, he came back and was 
transformed into a new man. When he was drafted in 1917, his 
Christian principles moved him to apply for exemption as a 
conscientious objector, but his application was rejected. As God would have it, York’s 
battalion commander was also a Christian. He took time to reason with his reluctant 
recruit, demonstrating from scripture why it was right for York take up arms in a righteous 
cause. He even authorized a leave of absence so York could go home and prayerfully 
work through his questions of conscience. 

York’s quest for divine guidance led 
him to a secluded place where he spent 
days in prayer. In later years, he shared 
the answer he received: 

“As I prayed there alone, a great peace 
kind of come into my soul and a great 
calm come over me, and I received my 
assurance. He heard my prayer and 
He come to me on the mountainside. I 
didn’t see Him, of course, but he was 
there just the same. I knowed he was 
there. He understood that I didn’t want 
to be a fighter or a killing man, that I 

didn’t want to go to war to hurt nobody nohow. And yet I wanted to do what my 
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country wanted me to do. I wanted to serve God and my country, too. He 
understood all of this. He seen right inside of me, and He knowed I had been 
troubled and worried, not because I was afraid, but because I put Him first, even 
before my country, and I only wanted to do what would please Him.” 
So He took pity on me and He gave me the assurance I needed. I didn’t understand 
everything. I didn’t understand how He could let me go to war and even kill and yet 
not hold it against me. I didn’t even want to understand. It was His will and that 
was enough for me. So at last I begun to see the light. I begun to understand that 
no matter what a man is forced to do, so long as he is right in his own soul he 
remains a righteous man. I knowed I would go to war. I knowed I would be 
protected from all harm, and that so long as I believed in Him He would not allow 
even a hair on my head to be harmed.”* 

In a sense, Alvin York became a man of a different spirit, very much like Caleb, one 
of the Hebrew spies who insisted that the Israelites should go up and take the land of 
Canaan even though the odds were against them. His companion Joshua also was of a 
different spirit. We do not know how this transformation came on Caleb, but we do know 
that Joshua stayed in the Tent of Meeting where God met with Moses. That’s where he 
encountered the Living God. 

What does it mean to have a “different spirit”? It means to have a different identity – 
an identity not defined by circumstances, but by an intimate link with the Creator of the 
Universe. That link begins with a conscious decision to believe that the Creator exists and 
interacts with His creation. With that decision we launch on a journey toward our Creator. 
It may start with Him being the God of our parents, or the God of the Bible, or the God of 
our culture, but if we go far enough on the journey, He will become our very own God, 
and we will become His very own special possession. 

The Creator becomes our God as we learn His ways and allow Him to transform our 
hearts and minds so that we start thinking the way He thinks. That means we have to 
study His word and hang around people who are further along on the journey and learn 
from them. It also means we have to renew our decision to believe in Him frequently, 
especially as trouble comes. Spiritual highs and biblical slogans won’t carry us through 
the cancer, or the war, or the breakup, or the career change, but the unchangeable God 
of the Universe will be there even – and especially – when it hurts and the odds are 
impossible. 

This is the God who split the sea, brought down empires, raised the dead, and kept 
food on the table. Do we believe that? If so, then we’re ready to take on the giants who 
keep us from our destiny. They may strike us down, but they will never defeat us as long 
as our eyes are fixed on Him.  

 

 
* John Perry, Sgt. York: His Life, Legend & Legacy: The Remarkable Untold Story of Sgt. Alvin C. York 
(Brentwood, TN: B&H Books, 1997), quoted in Brett & Kate McKay, “How to Wrestle with a Difficult 
Decision: Advice from Sergeant Alvin C. YorkPrivacy Policy,” Art of Manliness, May 31, 2021, 
https://www.artofmanliness.com/character/advice/how-to-wrestle-with-a-difficult-decision-advice-from-
sergeant-alvin-c-york/.  
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