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When we became homeowners, our 
attitudes toward our habitat shifted and we 
began to adjust with joy to our new 
responsibilities. Years of apartment living had 
eroded away that sense of responsibility. We 
took care of our apartment, but we knew it 
wasn’t our property, and that if anything broke 
we could put in a work order for the 
maintenance team. The management took 
care of landscaping, trash collection, fire alarm 
testing, and much more. All we had to do was 
pay the rent and live within the rules of our 
lease.  

When we bought our house, we became responsible for everything. We get to decide 
how to furnish the house, and how to use our yard, but we also get to do the work, or hire 
people to do it for us. It’s a lot more trouble than putting in a work order with the 
maintenance team, but the freedom is worth it, and so is the sense of accomplishment 
when we have followed through with our responsibilities.  

It took us a long time to get to this place. We had to be ready financially to buy a 
house, but that was only part of our journey. We also had to be ready to take on the role 
of homeowners. Our identity as tenants on someone else’s property had to give way to a 
new identity as stewards of our own property. That required a shift in our attitudes from 
being sojourners to being residents in a community we call home. We had to be ready to 
put down roots and become contributing members of our community, joining with our 
neighbors to make it a pleasant place for everyone. 

Is that the process through which our Creator has been leading us for all of human 
history? Is all the drama of our collective story simply a means of developing a people 
who take ownership of their environment rather than take that environment for granted?  

That seems to be a theme in the Almighty’s plan. When He explained to our first 
ancestors that they were in charge of the earth, with the responsibility to be fruitful, 
multiply, and rule over everything in their realm, they may not have understood what He 
meant. A short time before, they had been a handful of dirt and an idea in the Creator’s 
mind. Suddenly, He had breathed life into them, made them man and woman, and given 
them dominion over their environment. God had done everything for them, made the 
perfect habitat, and filled it with an endless supply of food and materials to satisfy their 
own creative desires, but the one thing He had not given them was experience. That could 
come only with time, and with the wisdom acquired through the consequences of their 
actions. 
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That may be a reason our first ancestors chose poorly, and ate of the one tree the 
Creator had reserved as His own. That act transformed them from landlords to tenants, 
compelled to tend ground owned by the enemy who had usurped their place by deception. 
Ever since, we humans have longed to regain our privileged place in the Creator’s 
esteem, but not as much as He has longed to have us back. That’s why He has 
continuously drawn us to Himself in ways that teach us our true identity, and prepare us 
to live out our purpose as stewards of the earth.  

This may get to another reason our first ancestors were evicted from the Creator’s 
Garden: they didn’t appreciate what they had been given, nor their responsibility to 
maintain it. Perhaps they expected God to do everything for them, but leave them alone 
after they had given Him a little attention. The Creator had provided everything they 
needed so they could spend time with Him and get to know Him intimately. What they 
chose was to regard all that provision as their customary right, and ignore the Creator as 
they looked for more that they could acquire on their own terms. 

We don’t really know if this is what Adam and Eve were thinking, but it’s the pattern 
their descendants have followed to this very day. We have a Creator and Redeemer who 
wants to reveal Himself to us, but cannot until we are ready for that revelation. The biggest 
obstacle is ourselves: we would rather have a distant Providence Who meets our needs, 
but leaves us alone to do as we please. Getting close to Him scares us, because then we 
realize He really did make us, and really can unmake us. That’s evident in what happened 
after God Himself spoke the Ten Commandments: 

All the people witnessed the thundering and the lightning, and the sound of the 
shofar, and the mountain smoking. When the people saw it, they trembled and 
stood far off. So they said to Moses, “You, speak to us, and we will listen, but do 
not let God speak to us, or we will die.” 
So Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, for God has come to test you, so 
that His fear may be in you, so that you do not sin.” The people stood far off, while 
Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God was. 

Exodus 20:18-21 TLV 

It seems only Moses was willing to take responsibility for his relationship with the 
Almighty, and that’s why he alone was allowed into that intimate place where God 
communed with him as a friend. Moses is the one who explained to the people that the 
Almighty wanted exactly that kind of relationship with all of them, and that He would work 
with them to create the conditions where that relationship could develop. That’s why He 
directed Moses to lead the people in building a physical space dedicated to His Holy 
Presence: 

ADONAI spoke to Moses saying, “Tell Bnei-Yisrael [the children of Israel] to take up 
an offering for Me. From anyone whose heart compels him you are to take My 
offering. . . Have them make a Sanctuary for Me, so that I may dwell among them. 
You are to make it all precisely according to everything that I show you—the 
pattern of the Tabernacle and the pattern of all the furnishings within—just so you 
must make it.” 

Exodus 25:1-9 TLV 
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This is the God Who made the whole earth, as well as all the animals and people who 
would live there. He could just as easily have spoken the Tabernacle into existence, but 
what good would that do? He wanted a place where He could dwell in the midst of His 
people and commune with them, and what better way to create it that than to partner with 
them in building that place? He provided everything they needed, but those who were 
willing would contribute to the work. In the process, they would learn something about the 
God Who had redeemed them and made them His special possession. In other words, 
they would cease being tenants and start taking ownership of their environment.  

This is the same process our Messiah carried forward when He dwelt among us. It’s 
the process of building His Kingdom. His invitation to take part in that process is still open, 
as He says:  

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the 
door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me. To the one who 
overcomes I will grant the right to sit with Me on My throne, just as I myself 
overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 

Revelation 3:20-21 TLV 

It seems that our King would rather populate His Kingdom with stewards who eagerly 
enter His Presence, rather than tenants whose interest is to live as they please once they 
have paid the Landlord what they owe. The one will care for what the Redeemer has 
provided because they want to remain in His Presence, but the other will remain only as 
long as they are satisfied with the upkeep of the place.  

 


