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BECAUSE I SAID SO 
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My childhood memories 
include occasions when my 
Mother resorted to that all-
powerful parental declaration, 
“I’m your Mother and I said so!” 
She had different reasons for 
saying these words. Sometimes 
we had exasperated her with 
childish behavior or with 
unending questions, and 
sometimes she was simply 
having fun with us. Sometimes 
we misbehaved to the point that 
her declaration was an assertion 
of her supreme authority, and a 
warning that we had best not 

test that authority any further. Then there were times we asked for an explanation about 
a restriction or some other household rule, but Mother knew we were not ready to receive 
the explanation. The reasons we couldn’t hang out with this or that person, or stay outside 
any later, for example, involved unpleasant truths our young ears and hearts could not 
grasp. One day, when we were older, we would understand that the persons in question 
had reputations for lawlessness, or that there were dangerous people living down the 
street, and Mother was concerned for our safety.  

This is how I see it now, having participated in this process from a different perspective 
with my own children. The declaration, “I am your Mother (or Father), and I said so!” is an 
argument ender. The parents are the final authority, so the children better obey or suffer 
the consequences. Children learn at an early age that the fear of Mom and Dad is the 
beginning of wisdom.  

So it is with our God. We do what He says because He is God. There is no higher 
authority. He made us, and He can unmake us. The fear of the Lord truly is the beginning 
of wisdom. That’s what Moses was trying to impart to the Hebrews after forty years of 
leading them. He knew that from experience: he had pleaded with the Almighty to let him 
enter the Promised Land, even if only as a common citizen of Israel. God’s answer was 
straightforward: “No, Moses. You can’t go because I said so, and I am God. That’s my 
final word on the matter. Joshua will take the people into the Land.”  

Did you know that Joshua is another way of saying Jesus? He was called Yehoshua 
in Hebrew, and Yeshua in Aramaic. Perhaps we are supposed to learn something from 
this: that Moses can lead us to the Promised Land, but it’s Yeshua who brings us into it. 
That’s a good place to start in learning how Law and Grace fit together.  

Mother and Son. Photo by Oleg Afonin, via Flickr. 
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Another good place to start is with the Ten Commandments. If Moses had written in 
American English, he might have presented the Commandments like this: 

1. I AM the LORD your God; don’t ever have any other gods before Me. 
2. Don’t make any idols to worship because I am your God and I reserve all worship 

for Myself. 
3. Don’t profane My Name. I take it personally if you misrepresent Me. 
4. Remember My Sabbath day, keep it holy, and rest. You were slaves and never got 

any days off until I rescued you, so set this day apart as a memorial of what I did. 
5. Honor your father and mother because I said so, and so that you have a long life. 
6. I created all life. Don’t take any life without authorization from Me. 
7. Don’t take from others anything that I have not given to you. 
8. Don’t be unfaithful to the one to whom you have pledged your life – and that 

includes Me. 
9. Your fellow humans are made in My image. Don’t speak lies about them. 
10. Don’t be so jealous of what I have given to others that you’re not happy unless you 

have what is theirs. 

Maybe the fundamental reason we should do or not do anything is because God says 
so. He is God, and there is no authority above or beside Him. That’s why His word – His 
commandments, instructions, teachings – is our highest authority. That is His Torah. 
Moses wrote it down, the prophets and apostles explained it, and Yeshua demonstrated 
how to live it.  

Moses, Solomon, and John the Revelator all told us not to add to or take away from 
or change anything of the Almighty’s instructions. His Word is enduring. When Yeshua 
said that not even the smallest letter or stroke in the Law would pass away until heaven 
and earth pass away, He was referring to something Moses said: 

When you father children and children’s children and have been in the land a long 
time, and you act corruptly and make a graven image in the form of anything and 
do evil in the sight of ADONAI your God, provoking Him to anger, I call heaven and 
earth to witness against you today that you will certainly be carried off quickly 
from the land you are crossing over the Jordan to possess. You will not prolong 
your days on it, for you will certainly be destroyed. 

Deuteronomy 4:25-26 TLV (emphasis added) 

According to Yeshua, heaven and earth are still witnesses to how well or poorly God’s 
people obey His standards of righteousness. That means the ancient Hebrews, but it also 
means the Hebrews of this day: those who have crossed over from death to life. Paul tells 
us why: 

And if you belong to Messiah, then you are Abraham’s seed—heirs according to 
the promise.  

Galatians 3:29 TLV 

In Messiah we identity as Abraham’s children, which means we become Hebrews and 
part of Israel. That doesn’t mean we become Jewish, nor that we replace the Jewish 
people as children of Abraham. What it means is that we get a place alongside them in 
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this covenant nation God established through Abraham, our common ancestor. This is 
something else we learn from Moses: 

For you are a holy people to ADONAI your God—from all the peoples on the face of 
the earth, ADONAI your God has chosen you to be His treasured people. 

Deuteronomy 7:6 TLV 

If we don’t understand our Hebrew identity, then all these words are simply nice stories 
meant for someone else. For instance, we might understand from that verse about God 
choosing Israel that He chose Israel instead of Egypt or Babylon or Greece or Rome or 
any other nation. That’s correct, but that’s not the only way to read it. “From all the peoples 
on the face of the earth” also means God populates Israel, both in ancient times and 
today, with people from every nation and tribe and people and tongue, just as John saw: 

After these things I looked, and behold, a vast multitude that no one could count—
from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues—was standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb. They were clothed in white robes, with palm 
branches in their hands and crying out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs 
to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

Revelation 7:9-10 TLV 

It seems that the Almighty fills His Kingdom with people from all nations, even if they 
have never seen the Promised Land, nor had opportunity to meet the native born of Israel, 
nor even learned all the ways of the Almighty during their lifetimes. Perhaps a heart for 
the Father is all that He requires for entry into His Kingdom. If so, then who are we to add 
more requirements and prevent those who are entering from going in? 

This is something I don’t fully understand, and I surmise no one fully understands it 
yet. We still see dimly, as in a mirror. Until the King reveals this to us all, the best we can 
do is live as citizens of His Kingdom, and help others do the same. The good thing is we 
don’t have to understand. All we have to do is obey, because He is our Father, and He 
says so. 

 


