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We have this ideal of a happy, stable, healthy family where children can be nurtured
and loved. It’s an ideal because even the best of families have problems. The question is
not whether a family is dysfunctional, but how dysfunctional – and even that is subjective.
What one observer might consider dysfunction may be the very element that strengthens
a child and endears her to her caregivers. On the other hand, what may be considered
an advantage – something like material wealth, perhaps – might be the element that
hinders a child from developing into a responsible adult.
Here’s one historical example. A certain family ran afoul
of the law in their country. It’s not that the parents were
unloving or uncaring. Quite the opposite; they provided well
for their older children, and had a good name in the
community. However, circumstances arose that made it very
difficult for them to keep their family together. They were
stretched to the breaking point, and then they had another
child. As much as they loved him, he was too much for them
to handle. It just wasn’t safe for him to remain in the home,
so his parents let him go into what passed for a foster care
system in their land. They had no idea what would happen
to him, but as it turned out, his sister, who was just old
enough to start making her own way in society, was in a
position to keep tabs on him.
This little boy was one of the fortunate ones. A young
lady who wanted a child, but who at that time was not
married, became aware of his situation and immediately
determined to be the foster mother he needed. She took him
into her home, at great risk and expense to herself. Unlike
many single mothers, she had an active care community to
help her. That community included the boy’s own biological
mother and sister. Oddly enough, even though the family’s
circumstances never turned around so he could be reunited
with them, they did have a chance to help him grow up in
the loving, stable environment we hope for all children.
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It was a very strange situation, and far from ideal, but at least the boy had opportunity
to learn about his family. In a very real sense, he was two distinct people, with identities
from two very different families, but he blended them in a unique way that made him a
blessing to both. Sadly, as an adult, he himself ran afoul of the law. In a fit of anger, he
killed a man, and instead of facing the consequences of his crime, he became a fugitive
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from justice. The crime may have been justifiable homicide, but it was a crime
nonetheless, and so he chose to run away to another country rather than try to clear his
name through a justice system that seemed stacked against him.
He landed in a good situation in the new country, though. He made himself useful to
a prosperous community leader, and before long married one of his daughters. He and
his young wife enjoyed a happy life, and together they raised two fine sons. So it seems
that, even with a price on his head, and with all the disadvantages of having been a foster
child, he had learned some good lessons from the family that had taken him in. In fact,
those good lessons made him reflect on his own actions and make an effort to right the
wrongs of the past. He couldn’t immediately deal with the justice system in his homeland,
but he could make peace with his Maker. That he did, and in time his God called him to
a special work. He had some hesitancy answering the call, but God insisted, and he came
to understand that his unique life circumstances made him perfectly suited to the mission
God wanted him to accomplish.
The story of this foster child is well known to us. This is Moses, the Deliverer of Israel.
The writer of Hebrews summarizes his life in this way:
By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents,
because they saw he was an extraordinary child and they were not afraid of the
king’s decree. By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son
of Pharaoh’s daughter. Instead he chose to suffer mistreatment along with the
people of God, rather than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin. He considered
the disgrace of Messiah as greater riches than the treasures of Egypt—because
he was looking ahead to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s
anger—for he persevered as if seeing the One who is invisible. By faith he kept
the Passover and the smearing of the blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn
would not touch them. By faith they passed through the Red Sea as if on dry
ground. When the Egyptians tried it, they were swallowed up.
Hebrews 11:23-29 TLV
And what about his foster mother, Pharaoh’s daughter? Her name was Bithia.
Eventually she married a man of Israel and became a woman of great honor in the lineage
of God’s people.
It’s a very strange story, but it’s not the only time God has used dysfunctional families
to prepare people He has chosen for something special. In fact, dysfunctional families
seem very much the norm in the biblical accounts. Another famous story concerns a
teenager who found herself pregnant, but who determined to keep the baby. Thankfully,
her fiancé supported her and willingly became the child’s adoptive father. The girl, like
Moses’ sister, is named Miriam. In English we call her Mary. We know her Son as the
Deliverer of the World, and we call Him by many names, such as Jesus, Issa, and Yeshua.
Like Moses, his family ran into difficulties with the government, and for a time had to live
outside their homeland. That’s where Egypt comes into the story again, but this time as
a sanctuary for the infant Jesus – just as it was a sanctuary for His Hebrew ancestors
when they first went there in the days of Joseph. In that sense, the words of Hosea the
prophet apply not only to Jesus, but also to Moses, and to all Israel, the nation both of
them delivered:
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When Israel was a youth I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son.
Hosea 11:1 TLV (see also Matthew 2:15)
We still deal with Egypt in our day. It’s the world system that stands in contrast to the
Kingdom of Heaven. Sometimes that Egyptian system is favorable to the things of God,
but that usually means the ways of God just happen to coincide with the ways of the world
at the time. When times are good, there seems to be no need to honor the righteous ways
of our Creator, so the world and all the people in it go back to making gods of their own.
That’s why we will always need a Deliverer. We can’t really deliver ourselves, because
our tendency is to set up our own standards of right and wrong, which leads to dysfunction
in every sense of the word. It doesn’t take long before everyone is moving in different
directions, all while bumping into each other and making things worse. That’s what it
means to be sheep without a shepherd.
Our Creator sees all this, and in His love He sends us Deliverers. It’s no coincidence
that the two greatest Deliverers in the Bible have a close connection with sheep. Moses
was a shepherd, and Jesus called Himself the Good Shepherd – and is called the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world. One saved a nation; the other is saving the world
through that nation. One wrote down and explained the righteous standards our
Redeeming God established to keep us from further dysfunction; the other lived out those
standards and made the way for us to be lifted out of our dysfunction in the first place.
Our Creator knows exactly what dysfunction means, and what it does to every child.
That’s also why He calls on us to follow His example. The work will never be complete
until He deals with the Egypt still inside each of us, but until then we have the mission to
address the dysfunctions of Egypt and use the gifts He has given us to bring a measure
of peace and healing in the lives of those around us.
This is our challenge, and this is our hope. Let’s be the deliverer for someone today.
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