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One of my Jewish friends once pointed out a 

point of irritation in Jewish-Christian relations. It’s 
the expectation in some Christian circles that the 
Rapture will remove Christians from the earth 
before the Great Tribulation, leaving the Jews to 
suffer horribly. My friend noted specifically the 
prophecy in Zechariah that two-thirds of the 
inhabitants of Israel would be killed. Hence the 
Jewish irritation is that Christians hope Jews will 
all return to the Land, hasten the coming of the 
final judgment and the return of Christ, but at the 
expense of Jewish lives. 

I was surprised and dismayed to hear this 
Jewish perspective of Christian eschatology. It 
had never occurred to me that my own prophetic 
expectations could sound harsh and cruel to 
others, especially to the Jewish people who have 
suffered so much over the centuries. It has made me relook my views, prayerfully 
considering how my perspective might need adjustment in light of scriptural context and 
historical developments. 

Of course, it’s only natural that God’s people, both Christians and Jews, would want 
to see His Kingdom established right now in our day. Yeshua addressed that with His 
disciples, and with others. In fact, Yeshua told the disciples the Parable of the Ten Minas 
(which Matthew calls the Parable of the Talents) because, as Luke relates, “He was near 
Jerusalem and they supposed that the kingdom of God was about to appear at once 
(Luke 19:11 TLV).  

A major point of that parable is that God’s people should be faithful with the resources 
He gives us to continue doing the work He has for us day after day. Yeshua said so quite 
plainly according to Acts 1:6-8, when the disciples asked an important question just before 
He ascended to the Father: 

So when they gathered together, they asked Him, “Lord, are You restoring the 
kingdom to Israel at this time?” He said to them, “It is not your place to know the 
times or seasons which the Father has placed under His own control. But you will 
receive power when the Ruach ha-Kodesh has come upon you; and you will be 
My witnesses in Jerusalem, and through all Judah, and Samaria, and to the end 
of the earth.”  

Acts 1:6-8 TLV 

From the Temple the Jews Attack Idumeans / 
Placidus Beats the Jews at the Jordan / Famine in 
Jerusalem / Titus Crucifies Captured Jews, Jan 
Luyken, 1698, Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam. 
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In other words, Yeshua advised His followers to concentrate more on the Kingdom 
work at hand rather than on speculation about when all the Messianic prophecies would 
be fulfilled. He said the same to the Jewish religious leaders of the time as well –  

Now when Yeshua was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would 
come, He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with signs 
to be seen. Nor will they say, ‘Look, here!’ or ‘There!’ For behold, the kingdom of 
God is in your midst.”  

Luke 17:20-21 TLV 

The Kingdom of God is in our midst. Think about what that means. It’s a message 
Yeshua and His cousin John the Baptizer both said – that the Kingdom is at hand. The 
Kingdom is coming one day, but it’s also within us. Why wait until it comes when we can 
bring it ourselves? That’s something Daniel the prophet learned at the end of his life, 
according to the concluding verses of the book that bears his name: 

Now I heard, but I did not understand. So I said, ‘My Lord, what will be the outcome 
of these things?’ Then he said: “Go your way, Daniel. For the words are closed up 
and sealed until the time of the end. Many will be purified, made spotless and 
refined, but the wicked will act wickedly. None of the wicked will understand, but 
the wise will understand. From the time that the daily burnt offering is taken away, 
and abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. Happy is the one 
who keeps waiting, and reaches the 1,335 days. But you, go your way till the end. 
You will rest and then at the end of days you will arise to receive your portion.”  

Daniel 12:8-13 TLV 

To be honest, I think we’ll never understand prophecy until we’ve lived through it and 
can look back to see what God has done to fulfill His word. It’s always been that way. 
Consider that point my Jewish friend made, about 2/3 of the Jewish people perishing in 
the Tribulation. What if that has already happened? Let’s take a look at that passage –  

“Awake, O sword, against My shepherd, against the man who is My companion! It 
is a declaration of ADONAI-Tzva’ot. Strike the shepherd and the sheep will be 
scattered! I will turn My hand against the little ones. Then it will happen—it is a 
declaration of ADONAI—that in the entire land two-thirds will be cut off and die, but 
a third will be left in it. This third I will bring through the fire. I will refine them as 
silver is refined, and will test them as gold is tested. They will call on My Name and 
I will answer them. I will say, ‘They are My people,’ and they will answer, ‘ADONAI 

is my God.’”  
Zechariah 13:7-9 TLV 

Now this is surprising. That prophecy about terrible loss of life in Israel immediately 
follows the prophecy about striking the shepherd and scattering the sheep. Yeshua 
referred to that prophecy on the very night of His betrayal –  

After singing the Hallel, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Yeshua said to 
them, “This night you will all fall away because of Me; for it is written, ‘I will strike 
the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’”  

Matthew 26:30-31 TLV 



 3 

Could it be that this prophecy of slaughter in Israel might have been fulfilled in the 
decades after Yeshua’s death and resurrection? After all, between 70 and 135 AD, Rome 
fought three horrendous wars against the Jewish people. By the time it was all over, the 
Temple and Jerusalem had been destroyed, Jerusalem was renamed Aelia Capitolina, 
Judea was renamed Palestine, Jews were exiled from the Holy City, and somewhere 
between 350,000 to 2,000,000 Jewish lives were lost. Ancient sources vary greatly in 
calculating the numbers, but it might be reasonable to say that 2/3 of the inhabitants of 
the Holy Land were killed in those 70 years of war with Rome. Could that have been the 
fulfillment of Zechariah’s prophecy? Or perhaps could it have been the 6 million Jews 
killed in the Holocaust – about 2/3 of Europe’s Jewish population?  

We can speculate on this endlessly, but at what point do we stop? If we continue, we 
will surely offend someone – like my Jewish friend, who honestly wanted to believe 
Christians had good intentions in supporting Israel even though the prophetic rhetoric 
spoke of an ulterior motive. But perhaps the greatest danger is that we will be so focused 
on what might happen in days to come that we miss what is happening now. Our Creator 
has warned us about this. Hosea says –  

For I delight in loyalty and not sacrifice, knowledge of God more than burnt 
offerings.  

Hosea 6:6 TLV 

Then there’s the warning from Samuel –  

“Does ADONAI delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of 
ADONAI? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, to pay heed than the fat of rams. 
For rebellion is like the sin of divination and stubbornness is like iniquity and 
idolatry.”  

1 Samuel 15:22-23 TLV 

It seems that our King is more concerned with our faithfulness and obedience in doing 
what He has told us to do rather than figuring out what will happen in the future. Yes, we 
are to watch and pray. The signs of the times are given for us to be aware of our 
circumstances. Our watching and praying, however, is not to crowd out the even greater 
command to obey our Lord and build His Kingdom each day in our thoughts, words, and 
deeds. 

 

 


