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The power of science fiction is that it provides a vehicle to emphasize aspects of our 
humanity. It is true that other-worldly settings, situations, and characters often provide 
camouflage for poor writing and thin plotlines, but in the best science fiction, those very 
same qualities provide skilled writers and filmmakers opportunities to explore parts of our 
human nature that might be difficult to investigate or easily overlooked in other genres. 

Consider, for example, the 1985 movie 
Enemy Mine, starring Dennis Quaid and Louis 
Gossett, Jr. The premise of the story is an 
interstellar war between Earth and Dracon, 
Quaid and Gossett are fighter pilots who crash 
on a deserted planet after their ships are 
damaged in battle. These two enemies are 
forced to cooperate and rely on one another to 
survive. Their story is filled with lessons about 
what gives value to individuals, and what is 
really important in life.  

One lesson concerns the identities we 
inherit, which takes the form of a conversation about lineage. Gossett, playing the alien 
Drac, says, “I will learn your lineage. Let us begin with your parents. Who were they?” 

Quaid, playing the role of Willis Davidge, answers, “My dad’s name’s Carl. My mom’s 
name’s, Dolores.” 

“Their deeds?” Drac asks. 

“Well, Dad works for a company that makes computers. And my mom, she used to be 
a waitress . . . before they got married.” 

“And their parents?”  

“We used to visit my grandpa when I was just a kid. He had this place out in the 
country. I think he was a farmer. And, uh . . . Grandma was just a good cook.” 

“Oh,” Drac says, “That is your lineage. Here stands before you Willis E. Davidge. 
Fighter pilot. Son of Dolores, who used to be a waitress. And Carl, maker of computers, 
who in their time were born of Grandpa, possibly a farmer, and Grandma, good cook.” 

Hearing his story told in that way Davidge says, “You make it sound pretty thin.” 

Drac replies, “It is thin, but I am honored that you entrusted it to me.” 

In the movie, this scene catches the viewer off guard. We don’t expect that such an 
alien culture would have a highly developed sense of honor and self-worth connected so 
intimately with communal identity. That’s the purpose of the Drac lineage, of course. Only 

Dennis Quaid (L) and Louis Gossett, Jr. (R) in the 
1985 film, Enemy Mine. 
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those who know their lineage and can recite it before the community upon reaching 
maturity will be accepted fully into society. That in itself is enough to get our attention, but 
if we think about it, this should cause us to wonder what we might have missed in our 
post-modern fast-paced society of individuals. Just what, we might ask, is the importance 
of our lineage? If we don’t know it, do we really know who we are? 

This is a disturbing question. Like Willis Davidge, we realize that our lives consist of 
far more than who we are in the moment and what we do. Our identity stretches back into 
the mists of time, taking on the characteristics of the fathers and mothers in each 
generation who lived in their moments. They confronted perils similar to what we face, 
they laughed and loved as we laugh and love, and they made decisions – sometimes 
good, sometimes bad – that determined not only their own fate in that time, but the destiny 
of every generation to follow them. Knowing what those decisions were, and what shaped 
them, is a key to embracing the fullness of who we are in this moment of time. That is 
why many native cultures emphasize lineage just as does the alien society in this science 
fiction story. Some cultures continue to recite their lineages going back dozens of 
generations, and they honor greatly their elders – men and women – who are the 
custodians of that heritage. 

This is biblical. It is a major reason why the Lord gave the fifth commandment:  

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be prolonged on the 
land which the LORD your God gives you. (Exodus 20:12 NASB) 

In fact, it is for the sake of the fathers of the Covenant, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
that the Lord continued to show patience, exercise mercy, and give grace to Israel. This 
is the testimony of Psalms such as this one: 

Many times He would rescue them; they, however, were rebellious in their plan, 
and they sank down into their guilt. Nevertheless He looked at their distress when 
He heard their cry; and He remembered His covenant for their sake, and relented 
according to the greatness of His mercy. He also made them objects of 
compassion in the presence of all their captors. (Psalm 106:43-46 NASB) 

The Almighty remembers the Covenant because it is through that Covenant He brings 
redemption to the whole earth. Israel is the vehicle of that redemption, for it is through the 
seed of Abraham that the Messiah has come, and will come again to reign in person over 
all the nations of the world. And to prepare the way for the Messiah, the Almighty has 
prepared a special prophetic role, as He declares in Malachi: 

“Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great 
and terrible day of the LORD. He will turn the hearts of the fathers back to their 
children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that I will not come and 
strike the land with complete destruction.” (Malachi 4:5-6 NASB) 

Turning the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the children to the fathers. What 
is that if not reacquainting us with our lineage? That is a big part of the prophetic prayer 
of thanks given by Zacharias, the father of the prophet who came in the spirit of Elijah, 
John the Baptist: 

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited us and accomplished 
redemption for His people, and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house 
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of His servant David—just as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from 
ancient times—Salvation from our enemies, and from the hand of all who hate us; 
to show mercy to our fathers, and to remember His holy covenant, the oath which 
He swore to our father Abraham, to grant us that we, being rescued from the hand 
of our enemies, would serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness 
before Him all our days. And you, child, also will be called the prophet of the Most 
High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare His ways; to give His people the 
knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender 
mercy of our God, with which the Sunrise from on high will visit us, to shine on 
those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way 
of peace.” (Luke 1:68-79 NASB) 

And here is a beautiful thing about Covenant lineage: it doesn’t depend on our physical 
descent. The lives and identities of our earthly fathers and mothers continue to shape us, 
for good and ill, but once we are adopted into the Covenant family of Israel, we take on 
this holy lineage of redemptive faith. That is why the promises and the responsibilities of 
Scripture apply to us. It is also why we should honor our fathers and mothers – those who 
gave us birth and nurtured us, and those who breathed into our spiritual destinies. We 
may not know who all of those people are, but we can and should remember and honor 
them, for our identity is bound up with them all. We are part of a great community, a holy 
people, stretching back into time immemorial. The more we connect to that community, 
the greater our impact in this moment, and for those who follow us. This is the exhortation 
of John the Apostle: 

I am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been forgiven you on 
account of His name. I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who has 
been from the beginning. I am writing to you, young men, because you have 
overcome the evil one. I have written to you, children, because you know the 
Father. I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from 
the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the 
word of God remains in you, and you have overcome the evil one. (1 John 2:13-
14 NASB) 

 


